
KINDERGARTEN ELA KNOWLEDGE-BASED UNITS

Theme Unit #9: Leadership Suggested Duration 3-4 weeks

GSE Standards

Priority Standards

ELAGSEKRL3 With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a story.

ELAGSEKRL5 Recognize common types of texts (e.g., storybooks, poems).

ELAGSEKRL9 With prompting and support, compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in familiar stories.

ELAGSEKRI3 With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.

ELAGSEKRI9 With prompting and support, identify basic similarities in and differences between two texts on the same topic (e.g., in illustrations, descriptions, or procedures).

ELAGSEKW1 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces in which they tell a reader the topic or the name of the book they are “writing” about and
state an opinion or preference about the topic or book (e.g., My favorite book is…).
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Essential Questions

Literal—

What are some traits of a good leader?

When and where did (the historical figure) live?

What was the setting of (fictional text)?

What changes happened because of (historical figure or
main character)’s actions?

Inferential—

How did (historical figure or main character) show leadership?

How did (historical figure or main character) handle risks and
overcome obstacles to make change?

Evaluative -

How do leaders decide which issues or situations need
their leadership the most?

Tier I Words (conversational) Tier II Words (transdisciplinary) Tier III Words (content-specific)

same, different, fair, change justice, equality, rights, president, leader, freedom segregation, integration

Science of Reading Strategies

Berger Framework for Comprehension: Template Comprehension Strategy

Use Fiction and Nonfiction Sort strategy from Florida Center for
Reading Research to categorize books in this unit. Use sticky
notes to label how you decided on the category of each book.

Vocabulary Strategy

Use the Word Connections strategy from Florida Center
for Reading Research using the provided list as well as
key terms from this unit such as:
principal-president-babysitter
law-pencil-rule
right-wrong-colorful
listen-speak-paint
change-improve-whistle
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vcrKR719laEh0VKevGyLkEMFbBQn_yzcFcbPPgIq3Jc/copy
https://fcrr.org/sites/g/files/upcbnu2836/files/media/PDFs/student_center_activities/k1_comprehension/k1_text_analysis/k1_c019_fiction_and_nonfiction.pdf
https://fcrr.org/student-center-activities/kindergarten-and-first-grade#sca8
https://fcrr.org/student-center-activities/kindergarten-and-first-grade#sca8
http://fcrr.fsu.acsitefactory.com/sites/g/files/upcbnu2836/files/media/PDFs/student_center_activities/k1_vocabulary/k1_word_structure_word_analysis/k1_v020_word_connections.pdf
https://fcrr.org/student-center-activities/kindergarten-and-first-grade#sca8
https://fcrr.org/student-center-activities/kindergarten-and-first-grade#sca8


Assessments

Formative Assessment(s):

Description: Compare Characters and Historical Figures

1. Provide students with a Double Bubble Map or Venn Diagram and review its use for comparing similarities and contrasting differences between things or ideas.

2. Differentiate task complexity by assigning some students historical figures from nonfiction texts in this unit (more concrete and explicit differences) and some students main
characters from fiction texts in this unit (more abstract and implicit differences).

Standards:
ELAGSEKRL9 With prompting and support, compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in familiar stories.
ELAGSEKRI3 With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.
ELAGSEKRI9 With prompting and support, identify basic similarities in and differences between two texts on the same topic (e.g., in illustrations, descriptions, or procedures).

ELAGSEKRI1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.

ELAGSEKRI2 With prompting and support, identify the main topic (main idea) and retell key details of a text (supporting details).

ELAGSEKRI3 With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.

Writing Task and Rubric:

Description: Change Makers

1. Brainstorm as a class different things that the students would change in their world if they could. Encourage as many ideas as possible.

2. Review and explain the Opinion Writing Checklist to guide students’ planning and drafting as they write and draw about one thing they would change and why.

3. Score final products using the Opinion Writing Rubric.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tqB5rFg-7NIrU_wwO7TlskodAnaLIWS7/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m52p5aoo-g4HlB0M8QLqkdJU0b3gcCMf/view?usp=sharing


Standards:

ELAGSEKRI3 With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individual

Summative Assessment(s):

Description: ReadWorks “The Girl Who Became a Justice”

1. Provide students with a copy of the passage and read the text aloud.
2. In small groups or one-on-one, read the questions to students for them to answer. Differentiate support by having students use approximate spelling or dictation of the

constructed response questions.

Standards:s, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text.
ELAGSEKW1 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces in which they tell a reader the topic or the name of the book they are “writing” about and
state an opinion or preference about the topic or book (e.g., My favorite book is…).

Objective or Content Learning Experiences Differentiation Considerations

Building Background Knowledge Through
The Berger Framework

Berger Framework: National Geographic Kids: Abraham Lincoln

Standards Based Text Activities - tasks should
require metacognitive strategies.  Process of
thinking and building knowledge is visible in
learning.

Martin Luther King, Jr. and Abraham Lincoln used powerful words and actions to fight for the
causes they believed in. Which one do you think makes a bigger difference in making
change?

Performance Task - students should use both
written and verbal expression to complete
the task.

Collaboratively create a Character Sketch profiling one of the historical figures or main
characters from a book in this unit. Be sure to emphasize the purpose of adding additional
background information that the author did not provide.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/14ymIEN047RJGaFxEmKvzVBazyQhQPGGr/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mKN4D-58_LyJl6Cz_VObm-xt5LJlwuHvcwHZQUq6vos/edit?usp=sharing
https://leverageedu.com/blog/how-to-write-a-character-sketch/


Recommended High Quality Complex Text By Lexile Band

National Geographic Readers: Abraham Lincoln (District provided with previous transdisciplinary unit)
Happy Birthday Martin Luther King, Jr (District provided with previous transdisciplinary unit)
A Sweet Smell of Roses (District provided with previous transdisciplinary unit)
The Other Side (District provided with previous transdisciplinary unit)
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